Stﬂff Learning Program 15 wr b wel bo

LTRNrn amn ™37 arnx
NAM nwnb (23 miN 21N DpTE) e

7707 5y 77am

Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

1. nwhon wn wn: Chessed and Kindness requires being proactive. It is not enough to see something that needs to be
cared for, you need to look for it.

2. I'NYUK X7 X1 2"T ND:N' nndn (wn: A person is judged both according to the actions they have done, as well as
how easily they could have done better. This is a tremendous source for the idea that Hashem judges everyone
according to where they are holding.

2nIXN NNON 2" T a:n' NN190: Running to do something is a clear indication of the importance we attribute to it.

4. Rav Soloveitchik: W1Th w91 n'zixal nnimn nanx 7y (Found here: http://levladaat.org/content/365). Here Rav
Soloveitchik presents an incredibly moving description of the discussion between Hashem and Avraham regarding
the akeida. The purpose of which is to develop the notion of sacrifice as integral to the religious experience.

5. a7wn n7w'1 nw1S UTIp WK (Uploaded here: http://cl.ly/2Y0w303Z273v): The closer we come to doing a mitzvah,

the more we develop ourselves. We learn and understand more, and align our thoughts with ration Hashem.

Foundations
91902
Challenges

The Ramban (Ch. 22 v. 1 & 12) presents his approach as to why we are given challenges and tests by God. Here is an outline
of some of the foundational sources on the issue.

What purpose do nnirroa serve?
a. Ramban Bereishis 22 v.1 & 12 - A |01 is presented for the good of the person being tested in order to be
v19n 78 Non RN,
b. See Maharal Derech Chaim (4:3) that a |1'01 comes from the language of Psalms (ch. 60) that it is a 0oonnnn%? oa.
i. See Malbim Bereishis 22:1 on the difference between a n1'na (a test) and a |1roa.
c. See Ha’'amek Davar 22:1 based upon Medrash who explains there are 3 types of niiro.
d. Ohr Gedalyahu Lech Lecha - A |i*01 gives us a higher vision of ourselves.
2. Words of comfort regarding life’s challenges
a. R.Yitzchak Hutner, Pachad Yitzchak, Collected Letters #128, has a very famous and important letter on the
role of life’s struggles. He emphasizes that people mistakenly think that great people did not struggle, while in
truth it is through the struggle that they became great.
i. See also his collected letters #96 which cautions a student not to be too hard on himself during times
of struggle.
3. Should we avoid nnrrox?
a. Sanhedrin 107a - Dovid HaMelech is criticized for asking God to test him.
b. Kili Yakar Parshas Chuka - Cites a controversial opinion that it is permissible to put oneself into a spiritually
trying situation in order to fully conquer their desires.
i. R.Tzadok, Takanas HaShavin 9:6 dismisses this opinion
c. Sefer B'Rogez Racham Tizkor, Dovid Bashevkin, based on Talmud Gittin 43a explains the value of struggles is
contingent on one putting in effort to avoid them.
4. For Further Reading
a. Lifeis a Test: How to Meet Life’s Challenges Successfully — Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis
b. Leadership and the Art of Struggle: How Great Leaders Grow Through Challenge and Adversity - Steven
Snyder



